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Date 11/23/25 Bryce Taylor
Watch the sermon at manheimbic.org/

HARD WORDS

WHEN JESUS SAYS MORE THAN WE WANT TO HEAR

BIBLE PASSAGES -

Matthew 5:43 "You have heard that it was said, ‘Love your neighbor and hate your enemy. 44 But |
tell you, love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, 45 that you may be children of
your Father in heaven. He causes his sun to rise on the evil and the good, and sends rain on the
righteous and the unrighteous. 46 If you love those who love you, what reward will you get? Are
not even the tax collectors doing that? 47 And if you greet only your own people, what are you
doing more than others? Do not even pagans do that?48 Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly
Father is perfect.

Matthew 24:10 And then many will be offended and repelled and will begin to distrust and desert
[Him Whom they ought to trust and obey] and will stumble and fall away and betray one another
and pursue one another with hatred.

11 And many false prophets will rise up and deceive and lead many into error.

12 And the love of the great body of people will grow cold because of the multiplied lawlessness
and iniquity,

Proverbs 12:16 Fools show their annoyance at once,
but the prudent overlook an insult.

1 Corinthians 13:3 If | give all | possess to the poor and give over my body to hardship that | may
boast, but do not have love, | gain nothing.4 Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy;, it does
not boast, it is not proud. 5 It does not dishonor others, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily
angered, it keeps no record of wrongs. 6 Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. 7
It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres.8 Love never fails.

Other Passages: Matthew 5, James 2, Luke 12


http://manheimbic.org/sermon

Connect:
Get to know each other. Connect, warm up to each other, and take time to fellowship.

Care:
Carry each other's burdens. Share life's challenges and practice Soul Care. Pray together.

Challenge:

1. Why do we get personally offended at the lifestyles of others? In what ways do we let this “offense’
affect the way we treat others?

2. Anger brings stress, resentment and mental anguish. Discuss what harboring anger has done to
you personally.

3. If you are feeling brave and comfortable enough to share, tell the group about something you have
stewed on for years. How has it affected you?

4. Bryce made the statement that giving grace could mean ‘I surrender my justified claim to
resentment and let go of the anger that comes with it" What does letting go of anger and
surrendering resentment look like for you this week?

5. As a group make a list of actionable ways we can love our enemies in the coming weeks.

6. Praying for our enemies could be a great first step, unlocking that area of resentment and bringing
all of it before God. It also allows us time to consider what God sees in that person, what is special
and maybe a thing that they don't even see in themselves. Consider pausing in your time together
to make a prayer list for those situations and people that come to mind and pray for one another as
you go into the week ready to exercise this new habit of praying for your enemies.

Clarify:
Does anyone need clarity on something? Are there any big God questions you are wrestling with?

Celebrate:
Celebrate life's successes and God's provision. Worship God's presence. Time to brag about God.

KEY TAKEAWAYS
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